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Psalm chapter 84. This is a Psalm that is written of, it's saying, of the "Sons of
Korah." You'll remember that Korah was a family line that served in the
tabernacle. And then later, once the temple was built, they became servants in
the temple so they were of the Levite lineage.

You'll also remember that Korah was a man who mounted a very serious
rebellion against Moses and his leadership during their time in the wilderness.
And so, Korah was a nasty guy. And he died for his rebellion. But by the grace
of God, his family went on to be restored. And many of the Psalms are written
of the Sons of Korah. So, it's a neat picture of God's mercy and grace.

But this is a beautiful Psalm. He says in verse 1,
"How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!

2 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and flesh sing
for joy to the living God.

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to
Zion.

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the
early rain also covers it with pools." (ESV)

| want you to stop there for just a moment because the psalmist is speaking of
the praise of God and those who lift up their voices in praise and worship for
the Lord God. He begins to speak of how blessed they are, those who find their
strength in the Lord. Did you catch that? Those who find their strength in the
Lord.
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And then he goes on to make this statement in verse 6,

"(That even) As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of
springs; ---”

Now what's interesting about that is that baca means weeping. So, this is the
Valley of Weeping.

And he's saying even though they go through the Valley of Weeping, their
worship, and their praise, and their determination to find their strength in the
Lord turns the Valley of Weeping into a place of springs; which, of course, is a
joyful thought.

Water, the finding of water, is always a symbol of life in the Bible. Because
water is obviously necessary for life. We must have it to live. And it is just one
of those references in the Bible of the finding of life. And he says, they make
this journey through the Valley of Weeping into a place of life.

What a wonderful picture or testimony of the ability of worship, praise, and
trusting in the Lord, to transform tragedies into triumphs. | want more of that in
my life, don't you? | want more tragedies turned into triumphs. | want to see the
difficulties of life as stepping stones to where God wants to get me. | don't often
see it that way. Maybe later; maybe down the road | do.

When I'm going through a difficult time, all | see it as is a difficult time. And |
want none of it. But later when it's, when I'm past it, | look back on it and | say,
oh, okay. God, You used that in my life to bring me where You needed me to
be. And I recognize it. And | can even come to a place, ultimately, of thanking
Him, for going through some of those times. But | want to do that more. | want
to see that more. And I'm sure you probably do too. It's a gift to see things that
way.

The psalmist says in verse 7, and this is an interesting statement too!
"They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God in Zion."

Isn't that interesting? "They go from strength to strength;" In other words, they
keep getting stronger because they're relying on the strength of God, not on
their own. They're not getting stronger in their own strength, they're getting
stronger in His strength.

Calvary Chapel Ontario, Oregon « ccontario.com « ©2024



So, he says in verse 8,
"O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!
9 Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed!

10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. (You got a song
going through your head.) | would rather (he says,) be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness."

And that's what the Sons of Korah were. They were doorkeepers and many
other things in the house of God. But he says, I'd rather just open the door for
people than live in the tents of the wicked.

"11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.

12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!"

And we all say, amen.
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